[image: ]

This Sunday we hear the story of Moses encountering God on the slopes of Mt Sinai. It’s a very dramatic story and one that completely altered the course of Moses’ life. But to understand the full import of this event we need to go back to see why Moses was where he was.

Moses had grown up in privilege. Being adopted by Pharoah’s daughter meant that he grew up as a prince, learning to read and write, and possibly also to learn statecraft. However, he always kept in touch with his natural family and was a keen observer. What he saw was how systematically his people were being mistreated. It stirred within him a deep sense of injustice that, in the rashness of youth, led him to defend one of his people being badly beaten and he hit out. Whether he meant to kill the Egyptian or not we will never know, but now that he had, he was a marked man, a murderer, and so he ran. Heading out into the Negev desert Moses fled as a fugitive and eventually settled down to marry and become a Shepherd. 

Having grown up at Pharoah’s court, becoming a shepherd out in the desert was a big come down. Moses had to live with the ramifications of what he had done, and no doubt felt himself a failure, as thought he had permanently stuffed up his life. More to the point, he had also grown up among people who saw in him the potential to lead them out of slavery. But now that dream was shattered. Have you had dreams and hopes that never came to fruition? Are there times when you have felt ‘a failure’? Have there been moments or seasons in your life where things have unravelled? 

How do we learn from our mistakes? At the time it can drag down our sense of self-esteem, but over time as we reflect on what has happened, we can learn from what has happened - and when we do we become more humane. We can even get to a point when we see our mistakes, our failures, as a gift that has helped us grow.

Moses adjusted to his life as a shepherd, and maybe even became content to remain so, but woven through this story is the hand of God, who would not allow Moses to remain looking after sheep. God wanted Moses to be a Shepherd of his people, and so he drew Moses attention to a bush that burst into flame and strangely did not burn up the bush. It was so extraordinary that Moses took the bait and suddenly found himself in the awesome presence of God. God refused to see Moses as a failure and called him to become the statesman God has always intended him to be, sending him back to Egypt with a mission to set his people free. God doesn’t see us a failure either and remains with us through the Holy Spirit as a source of encouragement and challenge to grow through our mistakes into a mature and steadfast faith.
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