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Our Gospel reading this Sunday is about a new beginning when Andrew and another disciple meet Jesus for the first time and follow him when he invites them to, ‘Come and see!’ That invitation to come to Jesus and follow him remains there for us as well. But sometimes new beginnings begin as a result of tragedy.

Over the last few weeks, we have seen people’s lives overwhelmed both by fire and then by water. The sudden flooding down at Wye River and along the Great Ocean Road devastated campers, some of whom saw their cars swept out to sea. I can only begin to imagine the impact that would have had on them, as they now comb the beach for belongings and try to rescue their vehicles.

One of the turning points for us in times of tragedy is the support and kindness of others who stand in solidarity with us. Simon and Garfunkel wrote the song ‘I am a Rock.’ The lyrics describe a narrator building walls and creating a fortress to avoid the pain of human connection. It became a hit in the mid 1960’s.

I’ve built walls
A fortress, steep and mighty
That none may penetrate
I have no need of friendship
Friendship causes pain.
It’s laughter and it’s loving I disdain.
I am a rock - I am an island.

But when we are hit by some tragedy we know that we are not an island and that we actually need the support and touch and care of others. In 1642 John Donne, Dean of St Paul’s Cathedral in London and renown poet wrote, ‘No man is an island entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main…”
John Donne might also have gone on to say that we are all made in the image and likeness of God despite our many differences, and the sooner we realise our common humanity and reach out to each other in friendship, the better the world would be.

This is particularly true when we consider religious and ethnic bigotry. The Bondi massacre was a turning point for Australia, a wake-up call. How do we intentionally build bridges of friendship across these divides? Jesus’ invitation to ‘come and see’ is to be drawn into the reconciling love of God that seeks harmony and peace. Anglican Bishop Philip Huggins offers one strategy, to meet together in silence each week to pray together in silent meditation. It offers a contrast to war and violence and natural disasters that so unravel us. You are welcome to join us on Sunday evenings at 6.00pm at St James Anglican Church Pt Lonsdale.
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