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As a child in school we learnt to recite by heart Dorothea Mackeller’s poem, ‘I love a sunburnt country’ and it seemed to name something unique about the character of Australia. It speaks of droughts and flooding rains, and later in the poem she writes:  	Core of my heart, my country!
   	Land of the Rainbow Gold,
 	For flood and fire and famine,
 	She pays us back threefold –

This week we have certainly felt the devastating impact of fire to destroy and harm. And we also feel for those who have been impacted by fire, as well as those who continue to fight those fires and provide support for those caught in these onslaughts. As I write this I am conscious of the smell of smoke and the sense of danger that arouses in me. 

When I turn to our Gospel reading for this Sunday, I sense some relief because instead of fire it speaks of water telling of Jesus coming to the Jordan River to be immersed in the cool refreshing stream. Water washes the dust and smell of fire from us and makes us feel clean and fresh again. Its impact on us is to revive us as though to emphasise that we can begin afresh to deal with the fires and dangers of our world. Christian Baptism holds all these images together to underscore the idea that in baptism we are given a fresh chance to live well in a way that touches others with the love of God.

Its no accident that this weekend the “Cottage by the Sea” held its annual fete to help finance the wonderful work they do to touch the lives of children with joy and love. It was encouraging to see so many people working as volunteers, including members of our own congregations, knowing that they are supporting a really worthy cause. 

On most of the orders of service we hand out each Sunday I have included a short statement that says that the ministers of our congregation are actually every member of the church. All though my ministry I have been privileged to see how people embody that ministry, not simply on a Sunday morning in church while reading the Bible, leading prayers, providing music, welcoming people, or making morning tea, but more significantly about how they engage in their work, how they connect with people in the local community, in their efforts to support worthy causes and make an impact for good in some way.

This Sunday we celebrate the baptism of Jesus and come to see that baptism is a kind of ordination for us all. It marks us as people joined to Jesus and so engaged with Jesus in God’s mission of sharing the love and goodness of God in our world. Jesus put it very simply when he spoke of us being giving the light of God to shine in the darkness of life wherever and whenever we can.

image1.png




