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The weeks leading up to Christmas are often hectic with end of the year events, school breakups and preparation for Christmas all rolled into one. There might be presents to buy, if you didn’t do that at last year’s New Year Sales, and of course often it might mean preparing to host or attend the gathering of the clan for a Christmas Day meal. Advent is a season of preparation where we are urged to focus on the hope and promises of God.

One of the images the Apostle Paul used is that of being roused from sleep or apathy.
…it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day…   Romans 13:11ff

In this letter Paul stirs us up, wanting us to stand up for what is right and good and so not to be content with lesser goals and dreams. They are words that find an echo in the poem by Dylan Thomas, Do not go gentle into that good night…

Dylan Thomas implores us to resist despair, to ‘not go gentle’ but to burn brightly against fading hope. It is thought to have been dedicated to Thomas’ father, who was struggling with ill health and old age, encouraging him to rage against the dying of the light. It’s a poem that celebrates the vibrancy and energy of human life, even though life is fragile and short. 

As a season of HOPE Advent prepares us for God’s coming in the baby born to Mary in Bethlehem. Both Luke and Matthew in their nativity stories emphasise that Jesus is born among the poor and the most disadvantaged. They want to make it crystal clear that God’s love, God’s peace and hope is for all especially those on the margins, those who are desperate. Both Luke and Matthew speak of the vulnerability, the precarious nature of this birth and the great risk God takes to place God’s very self in our hands. This, in the hope that we will learn to love God and in that loving learn to love our neighbour. 

If you have held a newly born baby in your arms did you wonder at the mystery of life? 
Whenever I hold a little baby as I did last week at the service of Baptism, my heart goes out to that fragile bundle of life, and so it is in the birth of Jesus that hardened shepherds find their hearts softened and a smile form on their face. The message of Christmas is that God loves us and that God’s love is always effective in breaking through hopelessness and despair.

Advent reminds us that God’s love pierces the darkness of uncertainty, bringing light where hope seems faint. Dylan Thomas’ poem urges us to resist the fading light and challenges us to live with purpose and persistence and to resist apathy. Paul takes us further by encouraging us to let Christ’s love shine through us. We are called be vessels of love and beacons of hope. May God give us the courage to ‘seize the day.’
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