[image: A black text on a white background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Many of us are still reeling from news of last Sunday’s horrific shooting in Bondi, Sydney. That such a violent terrorist act could happen in Australia has shattered the peace and sense of security many feel, and certainly the Jewish Community live with a heightened sense of fear and anger over what has happened. That this took place during a family festival of light marked by joy and celebration has seen that joy shattered into grief and loss. What is encouraging, however, is the way so many in our country have responded in acts of compassion and solidarity, with state and federal governments pledging together to combat antisemitism and acts of violent extremism.

This Sunday in our morning service you will be invited to share in an act of solidarity as we pray for all those affected by this awful act. In the church we are called to resist evil in whatever form it comes and to face down hatred and bigotry by living as a community of reconciling love. It is this love that we celebrate at Christmas entering our world. For the love we see in Jesus is a resilient love that refuses to be silenced, as the Gospel of John states so boldly at the beginning of his gospel.  He speaks of Jesus as the light of the world, a light shining in the darkness and which the darkness cannot overcome.

The message of Christmas is one that speaks of God pushing back the darkness by the light of God’s love, leading us to be sharers in the light that has been given to us. One of the profound messages given to us in John’s gospel is that Jesus calls his disciples his friends. It’s an intimate and personal image of connection with Jesus who invites us to build friendships with others, across the barriers of race, religion and prejudice. Think of the story of the Good Samaritan. Think of Jesus’ conversation with the woman at the well and with Nicodemus. Think of Jesus’ encounter with a hated tax collector Zacchaeus. In each of these encounters Jesus bridges a barrier both to befriend and to draw those people together into the light and love of God.

In our reading this Sunday we hear about God seeking to befriend and touch the lives of shepherds, who had a reputation for being itinerant hard living men.  They were the last people you’d expect to hear and respond to angel’s announcing the birth of the Messiah. And yet it is to these not to the respectable priests or dedicated Pharisees that the Angels sing ‘Glory to God in the Highest!’ it’s a story that holds the message that God reaches out to touch the lives of those struggling with hardship and poverty with a kind of freedom from the burdens they carry that leave them filled with wonder, and wanting to sing for joy.

My prayer is that this same kind of wonder that erupts in joy may in time find a home in the hearts of those living with grief and loss – whether from Bondi’s tragedy, the death of a loved one, or the loneliness of Christmas on your own. What we notice in our Gospel this Sunday is firstly how the Shepherds respond, but secondly how that message doesn’t stay with them. They must count amongst the earliest evangelists: they go to see baby Jesus and then “make known what had been told them”. That is, they share the wonder and joy. May we follow in their wake!
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