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Our gospel reading this Sunday is quite ‘dark’; it speaks about terrible things to come, but in the end some the light does shine through in the promise of God to give us words to speak, words that engender hope.

It begins with people admiring the Great Temple of Herod and speaking about its store of amazing gifts and treasures – gifts no doubt donated lovingly and perhaps in memory of a family member.

I resonate with their wonder – after all Herod’s Temple was regarded as one of the wonders of the world with it sparkling marble edifice, gold plated doors – you name it. It makes me think of places like the York or Lincoln Minsters – those great Cathedrals of Medieval England whose beauty and grandeur cause us even today to wonder about God and invite us to pray. These solid, powerful spaces speak about permanence, and about the reliability and steadfastness of God. There is something quite special about those Cathedrals. There has been so much interest in the restoration of Notre Dame in Paris and the place it holds in the hearts of so many. These phenomenal structures invite us to soar in imagination at the wonder of God present in the midst of us – a holy place that reminds us of God.

And yet, in the next verse Jesus speaks about the destruction of the Temple, where all that we admire is torn down and left desolate: all will go says Jesus! To make matters worse he goes on to speak about wholescale destruction, chaos, wars between nations – in fact utter pandemonium. This passage is often called the little apocalypse – and yes, its dark reading. 

How does it speak to us today? Is the writer speaking only about what he has lived through? Is this just about an historic event in the past or is the gospel asking us a question about how we will live in the chaos of our own time? Will we respond to treats of Terrorism, the rising power of neighbouring nations, the treat of climate change, or the more insidious challenge of rampant consumerism, by living more fearfully, or by being so overwhelmed that we do nothing?


That would be understandable, but Jesus invites us to take a different course and to find our identity and true sense of being as people of hope – people who have been baptised into Christ, the One who conquers fear and death and destruction.


When we know ourselves to be loved and cherished and set free (which is what forgiveness means) by God – that despite our timidity, our weaknesses, God has claimed us as His own, we are able to dare to be different – to live justly, to love kindness and publicly engage with God who acts in and through us to make all things new. In the First reading on Sunday, from the book of Isaiah, the prophet holds before us God’s vision of a world made whole. It’s worth reading several times because it is hopeful. It’s what we pray for when we daily pray, ‘your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.’ That’s the vision of God we are invited to live toward; a world where justice and peace, harmony and wholeness mark our world and lives.
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