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Many years ago when I first moved to Melbourne to study I wanted to find a church where I could go and become part of that congregation. One of my fellow students recommended a tiny congregation nearby, so I decided to check it out. Unfortunately, the minister didn’t turn up that Sunday and instead a woman in the congregation got up and started haranguing the congregation. Needless to say I didn’t go back. My colleague wondered why, and I wondered why he stayed. It was the most unwelcoming experience. 

Our reading from the Letter to the Hebrews this Sunday urges us to ‘love one another like members of one family and do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some have entertained angels without knowing it.’ The Bible regularly speaks about the importance of hospitality and that includes welcoming and caring for those marginalised by society. It is encouraging to know that Church congregations have been proactive in supporting asylum seekers and refugees, and regard it as a privilege to welcome and work to support those needing to adjust to a very different culture to the one they have fled from.

The author the Letter to the Hebrews alludes to the story of Abraham welcoming three strangers at his tent at Mamre and offering them the hospitality of a desert Sheik – fresh roasted meat and warm flat bread. Its only later that he discovers he was in the presence of God in the guise of the three strangers who bring God’s promise of a child. On one level it’s a story that encourages us to be hospitable, on another its about the often unseen presence of God in our world. As we move through the Bible we find ourselves urged to be especially attentive to those on the edge of society. Moses taught his people to remember that they had been refugees in a strange land and so to treat others in that same situation with respect and care.

In ancient times, hospitality was viewed as a pillar on which the moral
structure of the world rested. It included welcoming strangers into the home and offering them food, shelter, and protection. Providing hospitality also involved recognizing the stranger’s worth and common humanity. Both rewarding and challenging, hospitality remains an important expression of Christian faith today.
From providing accommodation to the homeless, holidays at the Cottage by the Sea, teaching English to asylum seekers and helping them find a place to stay hospitality can be demanding as well as rewarding.

When have you made room for someone? What personal experiences have you had about being welcomed? What are some of your fears or uncertainties about welcoming strangers? What simple act of welcome could you begin this week? 
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